
 

October 2022   

SLT Meeting 

Started at 2:45 and Adjourned at 4:15pm 

Attendance  

Roseann Sainato; Josephine Cangelosi; Rose Compoccia; Jaime Pei; Michele Greico; Brittany Bugge;  

Debra Thompson; Jennifer Amato; Jennifer Morabito; Maria Cangelosi; Michele Bennett; Annemarie 
Giuffre; Laura Bonomolo; David Nielson 

 

Mrs. Sainato welcomed everyone.  
 
Sept minutes approved. Just check spelling.  
 
Kids taking trip to Midwood school to observe the field and look at the field with the SQUAD time. Take 
the wish list and bring it along and see the ideas. Joan Keener was at 204 and met with the SQUAD at the 
first meeting. They received the design books and how to use the bulletin board we have in the hallway. 
We have a big google view. Everyone is ready and excited about the trip. Next meeting Oct 27th with the 
squad. Custodial staff needs to be at the next meeting. 
 
DESSA screening is open. Parents are still allowed to optout of Dessa. In writing, send email to PC Salina 
and state permission to opt out of the Dessa screening. After the screening is administered, they look at 
the results and offer additional support with the guidance counselors. 4-week observation process. 
Teachers will get the questions ahead of time. Different question domains. How often have you observed 
in specific behaviors in the last 4 weeks, and it generates a score and may get Social emotional support.  
 
C30 update: SLT will get opportunity to interview. Nov 7th is the interview, waiting for one more 
confirmation. Submitted 5 candidates to Denise Logo. 
  
Middle School applications: Timeline welcome letters will be mailed to home with a specific creation 
code. Myschools.com is needed to access application process, PreK, Kindergarten, Middle School and HS 
have access to this account for school applications. 204 has access to codes and letters, Salina or Laura 
can generate letter if you don’t get in the mail. Oct 26th application opens and closes Dec 1st. Not first 
come first serve. Doesn’t matter when you apply. They will issue you a random number created when 
your application is created. This number generates ranking. If you select an audition school the audition 
deadline is dec 9th. Acceptance offer letters go out in April. Some updates to admission process- programs 
requiring screen/ superintendent is partnering with where middle schools exist for screening program. 
Not just open enrollment, certain criteria student must meet for the program. Will not be using state 
scores. Use composite score from final 4th grade report card, Math, SS, Sci, ELA. Based on needs of 
community and limited schools.  
Check Google classroom for 5th grade school code. Adding information for 5th grade info. Will be posting 
open school nights. Equal chance to get into first choice or you go back in pot for 2nd choice.  
 



Question from Jaime: is it a lottery? Zone school would appear on the list, if you’re interested in another 
school and not zoned, put zoned last on the list. If you don’t have it listed there’s a chance you will be 
given a seat in a school in the district. Anything you consider goes on the application. Video series on the 
DOE website and link to google classroom, explains the whole process.  
Question from Rose: if you’re going to private do you still add zoned? Yes, still add both so you get the 
seat.  
 
Electives: did a bit of shuffling. Went very well. A few mishaps but ironed things out. This Friday will be 
smoother. Mrs. Sainato happy to get things going. Electives were launched last Friday. Took longer to 
sort. A few surprises not expected. Chorus to be a bigger elective and it turned out it was only 9 ranked it 
first. Talking to Mrs. Sarullo, 5th graders last seen chorus before pandemic. Next, we will add blurb and 
videos and talk about it. Another surprise, 4 or 5 of the electives were heavier than any other. Example 
Legos first choice, majority was the other selections wanted other higher choices. Legos, chess, band, gym 
and one of the arts were most wanted. Some kids got the 4th choice, overwhelming majority students got 
something they were happy with. Mr. Vasile still out and 2 subs covering but will be back next week. It 
wasn’t exciting or fun for them, but Mr. Vasile isn’t back yet but overall gone very well. Safety procedures 
in place. Elective teachers getting the kids or another teacher escorts them, like Paras.  
 
Maria asked a question- how long will this last? roll for a few weeks and see how it goes. After Feb break 
may switch them to the other options. Mrs. Sarullo has designed something fun for them and will talk 
more about it. Mr. Rozenburg dropped the audition part, it was confusing for kids, so no test will be 
needed.  
 
Mrs. Bennett- EL 
Update relates to process beginning year of assessment. Almost fully complete with Acadiance. Tool for k-
2 for AIS data for Acadiance. I-Ready has been completed for upper grades. 90%ish complete. 1st grade 
started Monday, 2nd had to complete, kindergarten next week. Have until the end of the month to make 
up window closes next week. We should be 100% by the endo of month. All the data take a look at the 
baseline data. Update to the CEP. Back in Sept 2021 used the June 2021 data but did it from home. This 
year the CEP data won’t be to much of a discrepancy. We lost 5th grade and gained Kindergarten. Go over 
the goal in terms of data collection.  
 
Based on feedback from Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Bennet shared priorities, 4 pillars and district wide 
initiatives and how goals impacted our schools.  
How do we believe children learn best? Information was developed from a few leadership teams. We can 
revise it and update it to 204 beliefs. Based on children needs and adding details and instructional goals 
for 2022-2023.  
PS 204 Core Instructional Belief is connected to our CEP. Kids learn best when they engage in meaningful 
student-centered learning activities that require high level thinking and problem solving.  
 
Debra asked can we include student centered learning; can we add activities as opposed to student 
approach. Student driven and needs (discussed the last paragraph)- moving 3rd paragraph to the 2nd and 
swapping it. Take a vote and all agreed to move it.  
Discussed Schoolwide Instructional Goals 22-23- it’s not about one specific curriculum or subject. Meant 
to not be super lengthy. All voices heard meaning All means All. Students who can’t participate out of 30 
kids, we must get all students heard and all students participate. We measure excellence and really want 
to take inventory this year and have this convo with teachers regularly.   
 



Debra mentioned if the child doesn’t know the sounds of short and long vowels. That’s on the teacher 
and make sure they are doing it. Putting ownance on child when it really should be put on the teacher. 
Why don’t they know vowels and can’t read. Mrs. Bennet responded with professional learning we did 
over time; lead learners are the kids that take on and participate in the learning experience. Lead learning 
active fall engagement and participation, opposite of passive, active learning. Putting the lesson on the 
kids and getting ideas from the kids. As opposed to the teacher saying open your books and take notes.  
Mrs. Bennet agreed she will not change the current goals but will add something foundational lens.  
EL coaches working with us next week. Instructional Leadership team. Team chose 3 teachers focused and 
3 students focused.  We want students to provide, engage in discussion, specific to module to EL. If 
students are going to do this, teachers have to plan and provide support. 3 students focused and 3 
student focused. Selected and voted by ILT. January school wide walk through and again in June.  
 
I Ready is used to inform for grouping. I Ready is data used.  All Block starts at unit 3, because the first 2 
units are just a review. Set to launch this week or next week, usually aligns with unit 3. Kids can go on I 
Ready as long as they finished diagnostic. 
  
Maria- breakdown that goes home with results will go home with parent teacher conf.  
 
Important Dates:  
Parent Teacher conf. will be virtual and generic paper to be sent home to schedule time. ½ day.  
October 20th- field Trip for SQUAD team 
October 20th PTA meeting 
October 28th Movie Night/ Trunk or Treat 
October 31st Halloween Wonder Walk- March of Dimes- Prek to 5. Plus 5th grade Halloween dance. PTA 
giving out goodie pumpkins.  
November 3rd Parent Teacher Conf and ½ day 
November 8th- No school Election Day 
November 11th No School Veterans Day 
November 16th SLT meeting 
November 17th PTA meeting 
November 24th to 25th No School Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


